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they did not stand sulkily aloof, but co-operated heartily
and vigorously in carrying out the policy they had
opposed. Norfolk himself accepted the command oi
the Border army, and acted throughout the affair with
fidelity and diligence. He was not a man distinguished
by ability of any kind, and the actual fighting was to
be done by Lord Grey, a firm and experienced, though
not brilliant, commander. But that the natural leader
of the Conservative nobility should be seen at the
head of Elizabeth's army was a useful lesson to traitors
at home and enemies abroad, who were telling each
other that her throne was insecure.

An agreement between the English Queen and the
Lords of the Congregation was drawn up (February
27), with scrupulous care to avoid the appearance of
dictation and encroachment which had gathered all
Scotland to Pinkie Cleugh eleven years before. It set
forth that the English troops were entering Scotland
for no other object than to assist the Duke of Chatel-
herault, the heir-presumptive to the throne, and the
other nobles, to drive out the foreign invaders. They
would build no fortress. There was no intention to
prejudice Mary's lawful authority. Cecil appears to
have wanted to add something about " Christ's true
religion;" but Elizabeth struck it out. Circumstances
might compel her to be the protector of foreign
Protestants; but neither then nor at any other time
did she desire to pose in that character.

A month later (March 28th) Lord G-rey crossed the
Border, and marched to Leith. The siege of that place
proved to be tedious. The Lords of the Congregation
gave very insufficient assistance; and, when an assault